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A Phenomenological Analysis of “The Death of
King Hundun” in “Yingdiwang,” Zhuang Zi

ZHANG Lin

College of Foreign Languages, Qufu Normal University

Abstract

“The Death of King Hundun” in “Yingdiwang” from Zhuang Zi is

significant and of mysterious implications King Hundun died from
the orifices cut on the face. There are studies of this fable from various
perspectives; nonetheless, few scholars have ever analyzed it from a
phenomenological view. I unfold such a phenomenological study of it
with the concepts of mereology and consciousness of internal time. [
contend that Zhuang Zi was performing a sort of “pre-
phenomenological constitution” by describing the death of King
Hundun. This study can help further understand “The death of King
Hundun” thoroughly and, from the perspective of Zhuang Zi,
understand the interconnection between mereology and the
consciousness of internal time. Consequently, my study offers an

effective case study and contribute to the fusion of Zhuang Zi studies

on the one hand and phenomenology on the other.
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