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An Unforgettable Patient: A Phenomenological
Approach to Dialysis Nursing Care
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Abstract

The aim of this paper is to consider the care of patients with
chronic renal disease from a phenomenological standpoint, referring to
a specific case of dialysis care from the interview data obtained in the
study on “nurses’ experiences of caring for patients with renal failure
and the necessity of the humanities for personalized medicine.”
“Phenomenology” in this paper means providing a description from
“the matters themselves (von den Sachen selbst her),” and clarifying the
constitution or formation (i.e., the structure and genesis) of lived
experiences and actions. The author here attempts to elucidate a
structure and genesis of Japanese nurse’s experience of care for a very
difficult patient in the field of Japanese dialysis care, and by doing this,

to shed light on an aspect of the “caring for the Other” in Japan.
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